
We live in a rich world. Yet more than a billion people live in extreme poverty, and the gap between 
rich and poor is widening. Gender is a main predictor for who will be poor and who will have power.

Gender	  Jus*ce	  is	  the	  goal	  of	  full	  equality	  and	  equity	  among	  women	  
and	  girls	  and	  men	  and	  boys	  in	  all	  spheres	  of	  life.	  It	  is	  the	  result	  of	  
women,	  jointly	  –	  and	  on	  an	  equal	  basis	  with	  men	  –	  defining	  and	  
shaping	  the	  policies,	  structures	  and	  decisions	  that	  affect	  their	  lives	  
and	  society	  as	  a	  whole.	  It	  is	  both	  an	  outcome	  and	  a	  process.

Gender justice requires we work together on two levels 

‣ To	  change	  societal	  attitudes	  and	  behaviour	  that	  lie	  at	  the	  heart	  
of	  gender	  inequality;	  

‣ To	  change	  those	  laws,	  policies	  and	  government	  programs	  that	  
discriminate	  against	  women	  and	  sustain	  gender	  inequality.

ENDING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

Violence	  against	  women	  and	  girls	  is	  one	  of	  the	  most	  widespread	  and	  acute	  human	  rights	  violaBons.	  
According	  to	  the	  United	  NaBons,	  one	  out	  of	  three	  women	  and	  girls	  worldwide	  is	  esBmated	  to	  have	  been	  
a	  vicBm	  of	  violence	  or	  sexual	  abuse.1	  It	  is	  not	  only	  a	  major	  cause	  of	  death,	  ill-‐health	  and	  disability.	  
Violence	  also	  prevents	  women	  and	  girls	  from	  escaping	  poverty	  by	  limiBng	  their	  choices	  and	  access	  to	  
educaBon	  and	  by	  making	  it	  harder	  to	  earn	  a	  living	  or	  parBcipate	  in	  poliBcal	  and	  public	  life.	  

Slow	  gains	  in	  the	  global	  acceptance	  of	  women’s	  rights	  as	  human	  rights	  are	  now	  under	  threat.	  	  The	  “war	  
on	  terror”	  and	  growing	  militarizaBon	  in	  many	  regions	  of	  the	  world	  has	  effecBvely	  narrowed	  the	  space	  
and	  resources	  for	  the	  promoBon	  of	  women’s	  rights,	  resulBng	  in	  reduced	  health	  and	  reproducBve	  rights,	  
reduced	  sexual	  rights	  and	  freedoms,	  reduced	  autonomy	  and	  rights	  in	  the	  public	  sphere	  and	  increased	  
violence	  against	  women.2
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If you don’t deal with 
gender justice issues 
you are only dealing 
with fifty percent of 
the problem. You still 
have to go back and 
deal with the other half.  

Teresa Mugadza, 
Zimbabwean feminist and 
human rights activist  



Social	  pracBces	  and	  cultural	  tradiBons	  that	  sancBon	  
unequal	  power	  relaBons	  between	  men	  and	  women	  
result	  in	  women	  and	  girls	  having	  liNle	  control	  over	  
their	  ferBlity,	  sexuality	  and	  marital	  choices.	  
RestricBng	  women’s	  ability	  to	  negoBate	  safer	  sex	  or	  
discuss	  reproducBve	  health	  issues	  with	  their	  
partners	  is	  a	  major	  factor	  in	  the	  HIV/AIDS	  epidemic	  
in	  many	  parts	  of	  the	  world.	  Women	  now	  account	  
for	  half	  of	  all	  HIV/AIDS	  infecBons	  worldwide.	  In	  sub-‐
Saharan	  Africa,	  approximately	  60	  percent	  of	  all	  
adults	  living	  with	  HIV	  are	  women.3	  HIV	  posiBve	  
women	  face	  sBgma,	  discriminaBon,	  and	  violence.

Oxfam’s	  efforts	  to	  end	  violence	  against	  women	  ranges	  from	  the	  provision	  of	  services	  to	  support	  for	  	  
survivors	  to	  girls’	  educaBon	  programs.	  	  Oxfam	  also	  supports	  advocacy	  campaigns	  for	  beNer	  laws	  that	  
enshrine	  women’s	  rights	  in	  naBonal	  legislaBon.

Stories from Oxfam Canada’s Partners 

Seke Rural Home Based Care, Zimbabwe

Twelve	  hundred	  community	  volunteers	  –	  
all	  but	  a	  few	  of	  them	  women	  –	  devote	  part	  
of	  their	  week	  to	  supporting	  people	  who	  
are	  HIV	  positive,	  ensuring	  no	  one	  is	  
abandoned.	  A	  key	  part	  of	  their	  work	  is	  
changing	  the	  underlying	  attitudes	  and	  
behaviours	  that	  put	  themselves	  and	  their	  
daughters	  at	  risk	  of	  violence	  and	  infection.	  

Through	  song	  and	  dance,	  drama	  and	  
discussions	  that	  involve	  the	  whole	  
community	  –	  including	  the	  village	  elders	  
and	  the	  keepers	  of	  culture	  –	  they	  expose	  
the	  pracBces	  and	  the	  underlying	  power	  
relaBons	  that	  explain	  why	  young	  women	  are	  the	  most	  vulnerable	  to	  HIV.	  They	  create	  a	  safe	  space	  for	  
frank	  and	  honest	  discussion.	  They	  are	  transforming	  lives	  by	  breaking	  taboos.	  

These	  incredible	  women	  and	  men	  also	  support	  families	  who	  have	  lost	  someone	  close	  to	  AIDS,	  oWen	  the	  
same	  families	  who	  have	  seen	  extreme	  weather	  destroy	  their	  crops	  or	  who	  have	  been	  forced	  to	  leave	  
their	  communiBes	  in	  search	  of	  work.	  This	  calls	  for	  integrated	  support	  programming,	  including	  the	  
introducBon	  of	  community	  gardens.	  Using	  drip	  irrigaBon	  and	  intensive,	  organic	  farming	  methods,	  the	  
organizaBon	  has	  had	  great	  results:	  improving	  diets,	  increasing	  incomes	  and	  helping	  families	  become	  
more	  resilient	  and	  self-‐sufficient	  in	  coping	  with	  the	  many	  intertwined	  challenges	  they	  face.	  
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Oxfam Canada uses a rights-based, 
transformative approach to strengthen 
women and girls’ capacity to mobilize 
their own power and that of others. 

This means we work towards people 
realizing their basic human rights 
through transformational change, 
which creates a fundamental and 
lasting improvement in women’s lives.  



Men´s Association Against Violence, Nicaragua

This	  Association	  works	  with	  men,	  especially	  young	  men,	  on	  
understanding	  traditional	  concepts	  of	  masculinity	  and	  how	  they	  relate	  to	  
violence	  against	  women	  and	  to	  HIV/AIDS.	  An	  important	  part	  of	  the	  work	  
is	  educational,	  and	  includes	  a	  group	  training	  manual	  that	  promotes	  
reflection	  and	  personal	  change	  on	  issues	  such	  as	  violence,	  sexual	  and	  
reproductive	  rights,	  responsible	  parenting,	  gender	  roles,	  and	  housework.	  

Teenager	  Victor	  Javier	  MarBnez,	  17,	  credits	  the	  AssociaBon	  for	  helping	  
change	  his	  a^tude,	  values	  and	  understanding	  of	  	  the	  dominant	  macho	  
behaviour.	  

“It	  wasn't	  easy,	  because	  that's	  the	  way	  we've	  been	  brought	  up,	  what	  
we're	  told;	  when	  my	  Dad	  hit	  me,	  he	  would	  say,	  "don't	  cry,	  be	  a	  man."	  
I	  remember	  when	  I	  was	  around	  5,	  I	  would	  wash	  the	  dishes	  and	  hang	  around	  in	  the	  kitchen.	  When	  I	  was	  
around	  10	  or	  11	  my	  Dad	  would	  say,	  "what	  are	  you	  doing	  in	  there,	  that's	  for	  women."	  After	  going	  through	  the	  
educational	  process	  with	  the	  Association,	  I'm	  back	  in	  the	  kitchen	  again.	  Even	  my	  Dad	  goes	  into	  the	  kitchen.”

The	  AssociaBon	  has	  also	  taught	  Victor	  about	  violence	  against	  women,	  how	  speech	  and	  gestures	  can	  
inflict	  pain.“When	  it	  was	  hard	  to	  change,	  we'd	  talk	  about	  it	  in	  the	  group,	  and	  we	  monitor	  the	  
group….We	  ask	  the	  wives,	  other	  guys,	  their	  friends,	  to	  see	  if	  everyone	  is	  pracBcing	  what	  they	  preach,	  
because	  it	  doesn't	  do	  any	  good	  to	  just	  talk	  the	  talk,”	  explains	  Victor.	  “It	  made	  me	  reflect	  on	  my	  personal	  
life	  and	  on	  how	  to	  make	  changes	  in	  my	  life."

Ending global poverty begins with women's rights.
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